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towards a definite end. An interest acts as a selective
agency, but it is also an interest in some specific thing
or class of things. A question acts as a selective agency,
but a question has always a specific content. A con-
text acts as a selective agency, but the context means a
concrete situation, with characteristics peculiar to it-
self. Selective agencies are many, each of them being a
special tendency or interest. Selectiveness is a property
of any tendency or interest, and not the property of
some one general agency existing alongside of the specific
tendencies. This is but to repeat what has been said
before, to the effect that every drive is also a mechanism,
and that any mechanism may conceivably be a drive.
This doctrine does not, however, imply, as might ap-
pear at first thought, that the personality is a mere col-
lection of tendencies, with no organization and no con-
trol. Some tendencies and interests are stronger than
others in the individual, and a well-integrated personal-
ity is organized about its master motives, these acting
as selective agencies with respect to other tendencies.
Few personalities are so thoroughly integrated that
tendencies usually subordinated may not occasionally
break away from control, and have things their own
way for a time, selecting to suit themselves and in op-
position to the usual master motives. Then follow
regrets and sense of failure and an attempt to fortify
the master motives against the time when the contrary
tendencies shall again seek to assert themselves. There
is perhaps no royal road to complete integration of the
personality, but some wisdom can be gleaned from the
fact that the master motives are not mere abstract
selective and controlling agencies, but are interests with